City of Biddeford
Sustainability Commission
April 6, 2026 at 5:30 PM
City Hall Second Floor Conference Room & Teams
Join Teams Online

Declaration of Quorum

Approval of Minutes

2.a Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 16, 2026

New Business

3.a Public Market—Sam and Kate talk about summer market plans
3.b Erosion Control-Will

Updates

4.2 Earth Day
a. Education Campaigns
i. No Lawns!-Bev
ii. Composting-Mikaela
iii. Active Transportation-Patrick
b. Tree Planing behind City Hall
Bev to present recommendation of species
c. Downtown Clean-up

4.b Work Plan

Adjourn
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SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 03/16/26

PRESENT: Brad Favreau, jeff Goldsmith, Bev Thorpe, Nadia Crockett, Brad Crickard, Joie
Grandbois, Mikaela Greenwood, Patrick Conlon

Absent: Will Kochtitsky, Max Zakian, Emily McCauley

Guests: Kathy, Richard

1. Quorum is present.
2. Minutes from 3/2/26: motion from Patrick, seconded by Mikaela.

Approved unanimously.

3. Jeff Goldsmith gave an update about planting the beach grass by the Biddeford Pool
Conservation Trust last week. 20,000 stalks of beach grass were planted by
volunteers in their section of the BP-FR beach near South Point.

4. Updates on the Ordinances

a. The Solar Ordinance was presented to the Policy Committee. It will be
presented again next week.

b. The EV Charging Ordinance needed a correction before the committee would
review it.

c. The Landscape Ordinance will be presented soon to the Policy
Committee. Richard from the Conservation Board commented on an issue
about getting an environmental assessment and who should hire the person
—with the developer paying for the assessment. He explained the conflict of
interest that arises if the Developer hires the assessor.

5. Energy Audit Grant

a. The Sustainability Commission might have to establish a grant review
committee to assess and recommend to the Commission which application
to support. Then the Commission can discuss the finalists and vote to
approve an application. Brad C and Patrick volunteered to join Brad F and
Will to assess the applications.

6. Sam and Caty are invited to present a project to the Commission about a Biddeford
Public Market.
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7. New Business

a.

b.

Will, Brad F, and Pat Boston discussed a beach management plan. The June
9th City Council meeting will hear a plan and discuss for about 15

minutes. The Sustainability Commission needs to learn about the regional
plans and has invited the Southern Maine Planning and Development
Commission to discuss a beach management plan -

i.  Abeach management planin general
ii. How abeach management plan can benefit Biddeford
iii.  What geographical area would this manage

iv.  Whatis the municipal responsibility and what is the private owner
responsibility on Biddeford’s beaches.

Collaboration with other local agencies that promote beach management
locally was discussed too.

8. There was a lengthy discussion about Earth Day events this spring.

a.

b.

Clean up downtown and in Biddeford’s parks

Planting native plants in some of the parks, perhaps sharing the costs with
the parks that have some budget to cover this action.

Creating some educational material and setting up “tables” in the parks or
downtown to dispense the educational products.

Promoting more composting in Biddeford

Active Transportation--Enhancing biking and walking in the Biddeford/Saco
area

Promoting No Mow Lawns, perhaps highlighting areas that could model what
this would look like

Bev Thorpe made a motion to do 3 projects for Earth Day
i.  Public Education about 3 topics
ii.  Coordinating tree planting with the Biddeford Community Gardens

iii.  Coordinate cleaning up Downtown and set up tables to distribute
educational material.
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h. Patrik Conlon seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

9. Nadia Crockett made a motion to adjourn the Commission meeting at 7:02
EDT. Patrick seconded it. It was approved unanimously.
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Sustainability Commission
Work Plan 2026

Buildings and Energy

Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Energy Information to 9to12 Planning & Development | CRP Grant
Audit of increase months Dept Awarded Jan
Municipal energy 23,2026
Buildings efficiency for
city buildings
Adoption of | Stricterenergy | 1year Commission/Code No Action
Stretch efficiency code Enforcement
Codes requirements
Solaron Renewable 1-2 Commission/Planning/S No Action
Andrews energy years olar Developer
Road productionin
Biddeford
Solar Council 1-2 Commission/Planning Policy
Ordinance Adoption of years Committee
Ordinance 2/23/2026
Transportation and Infrastructure
Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Bike/Ped Council 18 Commission/Planning/ No Action
Plan Adoption of months Consultant
Plan
EV Charging | Council 1year Commission/Planning Approved by
Ordinance Adoption of Planning
Ordinance Board
Transit Council 1- 2years | Commission/Planning No Action
Oriented Adoption of
Developme | Policy
nt
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Land Use and Natural Resources

Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Beach Council 1-2 Commission/Planning No Action/
Manageme | Adoption of years Awaiting
nt Plan Plan YCEMA
Landscape | Council 9to12 Commission/Planning To Planning
Ordinance Adoption of months Board for
Ordinance Workshop
1/21/2026
Local Food | Increased food | Ongoing Commission/BCG No Action
Production | production
Health and Wellbeing
Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Shade Council 1year Commission/Planning No Action
Structure Adoption of
Ordinance Ordinance
Tree Council 1year Commission/Planning Combine w/
Ordinance Adoption of Tree
Ordinance Inventory
Project/UNE
Leadership and Support
Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Climate Relationship | 1year Commission/School CSCre-
Actionin between Faculty/Admin application?
School Commission w/GMRI
Curricula and School
Engagement | Ongoing Ongoing Commission Council
of conversation Meeting
Community with Nov 18, 2025

and City Staff

community
and city staff
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Other

Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
GHG Update of Summer Commission/Planning/U | Complete
Emission inventory 2025 NE
Inventory
For Consideration

Action Outcome Timeline | Responsible Party Status Funding
Tree Council Max
Ordinance adoption of

Ordinance
Shade Council Brad F.
Structure adoption of
Ordinance Ordinance
No Lawns! Creation and Bev
Campaign Distribution

of mediato

owner-

occupied

Households
Beach Plan - Draft Beach Will/Jeff
Coastal Management
Project Plan
Dune Grass?
Community Creation and Brad C.
Solar Distribution
Campaign? of media to

owner-

occupied

Households
Food Waste Creation and Michaela
Management/ | Distribution
Composting of mediato
Campaign all

Households
Additional Min. one Patrick
Bike Racks at bike rack at
all City Green | each City
Spaces green space
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Adopt-a-Park

Adoption of
315 Main,
Water St.,
Canopy,
Pierson’s
Lane, Wash
St,
Mechanics

Bev
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