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City of Biddeford
Finance Committee

May 07, 2019 5:00 PM Council Chambers

1. Call to order 
2. Approval of the Minutes 

2.1. April 16, 2019 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 
4-16-2019 Finance Committee Minutes.rtf

3. Signing of the expenditure warrant 
4. Discussion/Approval 

4.1. Approval/Resurfacing of Tennis Courts at May Field
5-07-2019 Mayfield Tennis Court Repair Project-MEMO.pdf
5-07-2019 Mayfield Tennis Court Repair-BIDS.pdf
5-07-2019 Tennis Courts Resurfacing-Low Bidder.pdf

4.2. Approval of Contract for Line Striping/Poirier Guidelines 
5-07-2019 LIne Striping Contract-ORDER.docx
5-07-2019 Line Striping Contract - backup docs.pdf

4.3. Approval/Additional Paving Expenditure for FY19 ($40,000)
5-07-2019 Additional Paving Expenditure-Streets - ORDER.doc

4.4. Approval/Broadband Plan RFP Recommendation/Casco Bay Advisors 
5-07-2019 Broadband Plan RFP Selection.docx
5-07-2019 Broadband RFP Response Casco Bay Advisors.pdf
5-07-2019 Broadband RFP Response Broadband Tech Advisors.pdf

4.5. Approval/Acceptance of Land Gift - Granite Street from Mary Brown
5-07-2019 Land Gift-Granite Street by Mary Brown-ORDER.docx
5-07-2019 Land Gift - Granite Street by Mary Brown-MEMO to Finance.pdf

5. Other Business 
6. Adjournment
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City of Biddeford
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes

April, 16 2019

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Councilor Mike Ready. 

Present: Mayor Alan Casavant, Councilor Stephen St. Cyr, Councilor Mike Ready, City 
Manager James Bennett, Finance Director Cheryl Fournier, and City Clerk Carmen Morris.

Excused:  Chair, Council President John McCurry.

Adjustment to the Agenda
No adjustments to the agenda.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Councilor St. Cyr to approve the Minutes of April 2, 2019 as printed, seconded by 
Mayor Casavant.
Vote:  unanimous.
Motion carried 3-0.

The expenditure warrant was available for review and signature. 

Discussion/Approval

Approval/Roofing Project at Wastewater Treatment Plant
Motion by Councilor St. Cyr to grant the approval of the expenditure for the Roofing Projects at 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant, seconded by Mayor Casavant.

Public Works Director, Jeff Demers, presented the item and explained which accounts the 
roofing projects will get paid out of.

Vote:  unanimous.
Motion carried 3-0.

Award of Contract for Paving Program
Motion by Councilor St. Cyr to recommend the expenditure for the Paving Program, seconded 
by Mayor Casavant.

The City Manager recommended the Finance Committee approve one year of the Paving 
Program to Shaw Brothers. It would come back to the Committee if the City wanted to continue 
forward to roll the bids over in a year.  He suggested the Committee motion to authorize the bid 
paving for 2019 construction season to Shaw Brothers and not approve an amount.

Motion by Mayor Casavant to amend the motion to specify the approval for Paving Program for 
FY19 only, seconded by Councilor St. Cyr.
Vote on motion, as amended: unanimous.
Motion carried 3-0. 2



Approval/Photocopier Upgrade Proposal/Connected Office Technologies (COT)
Motion by Councilor St. Cyr to approve the expenditure for the Photocopier Upgrade Proposal 
with a contract with Connected Office Technologies (COT), seconded by Mayor Casavant.

Chief Operating Officer, Brian Phinney gave a presentation explaining it was an unsolicited bid 
and it was saving the City money.  The proposal has an annual savings of $6,000 + and $29,000 
over the term of their 5 year proposal.  There is still two years left on the current agreement and 
a representative from Sharp Electronics explained a check would be cut to the City to fulfill the 
contract financially.  Brian explained Jerry Gerlach, IT Director, did look at the equipment and 
noted it is comparable to what we have.  Response time is guaranteed for four hours and they
are here within an hour or two.  

Councilor Ready did express his concern because they did not go out to bid.  Brian explained 
they could do that if the Committee wanted to go out to bid for the same type of service.  

Mayor Casavant asked why COT did not bid on the contract a couple of years ago when the City 
asked for bids.  The Representative from COT noted all the towns they do contracts with and 
said he didn’t see the notice for the City.  He explained the program they have in place is with 
Source Well that is the company the City will be buying the copiers from and COT will be the 
service provider.

Councilor St. Cyr was hoping the City would need less copiers over time.  Brian explained a lot 
of the documents need to be scanned and faxed from the unit as a PDF.  We are working toward 
everything being electronic but not there yet.

Councilor Ready asked if this was just for the City and Brian noted yes.  The School 
Department has their own separate contract.

Vote: in favor, Mayor Casavant.
Opposed:  Councilors St. Cyr and Ready.
Motion failed 1-2.

Councilor St. Cyr noted he was not opposed to the proposal but is uncomfortable with the 
existing arrangement.  He would have been more supportive if they had gone out to bid.  The 
savings are not enough to make him be less concerned.  The City Manager explained they will 
go back out and evaluate the process and put it out there formally. 

Other Business
No other business.

Motion to adjourn made by Councilor St. Cyr, seconded by Mayor Casavant.
Vote:  unanimous.  
Motion carried 3-0.
Adjourned at 5:21 pm.
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 Biddeford 
Recreation 
Department 
207-283-0841 

Memo 
To: Finance Committee 

From: Carl Walsh, Recreation/Teen Director 

Date: May 1, 2019 

Re: Mayfield Tennis Court Repair Project 

On Friday January 11, 2019 the RFP for the Mayfield Tennis Court Repair Project was 

published. The Bid process closed on Friday April 19th. Four bids were submitted. 

 

On Monday April 30th the Recreation Commission reviewed the bids and voted to accept 

the lowest bid submitted by Vermont Recreational Surfacing & Fencing, Inc. out of 

Barnet Vt. Their bid, including the power washing of the court if needed is currently at 

14,545.00. We have also asked that an anchor in one of the courts be reset. This was not 

in the original bid packet. We are awaiting the cost of that addition at this writing. This 

information is expected to be available by the meeting of the Finance Committee. 

 

Bids were as follows; 

 

Company Bid 

  Vermont Recreational 13,745 

  Vermont Tennis 17,886 

  Advantage Tennis 18,960 

  Maine Tennis & Track 20,280 
 

  

Thank you. 
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2019.40 IN BOARD OF CITY COUNCIL..MAY 7, 2019
BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council of the City of Biddeford does hereby award a 
contract for Line Striping to Poirier Guidelines for an amount not to exceed $47,342.79.

NOTE:  The Finance Committee will review this item at their May 7, 2019 meeting.
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2019.42 IN BOARD OF CITY COUNCIL..MAY 7, 2019
BE IT ORDERED, by the City Council of the City of Biddeford that the additional 
Paving Program Funds of $40,000, coming out of the Parking Fund be used to pave Paul 
Street and part of Forest Street – from Ridgeview Drive to Elm Street. 

NOTE:  The Finance Committee will review this item at their May 7, 2019 meeting. 
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City of Biddeford, Maine

205 Main Street                Biddeford, ME 04005            Phone: 207.284.9313               Fax 207.571.0678

The City of Biddeford is an equal opportunity provider. To file a complaint, write to 
Marcy Faucher, Human Resource Director, 205 Main Street Biddeford, ME 04005, or call (207) 286-0593.

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Mayor Casavant
Biddeford Finance Committee
James A. Bennett, City Manager

FROM: Brad Favreau, Economic Development Coordinator

DATE: May 2, 2019

RE: Broadband Plan RFP Recommendation

The Broadband Team recommends Casco Bay Advisors be awarded a contract to provide Biddeford 
with a comprehensive Broadband (high-speed internet) Plan for the city.

In October 2018, the City was granted $15,000 from the Maine Communities Foundation to develop a 
broadband (high-speed internet) plan.  This plan will identify all current high-speed assets in the city 
(e.g. location and speed of existing internet internet lines), recommend areas in which to expand 
internet lines, and create a digital inclusion component that will suggest ways in which to broaden 
internet use among low to moderate income households.

Two consultants responded to our RFP to develop this plan.  After careful review, the Broadband Plan 
steering committee recommends that a contract should be awarded to Casco Bay Advisors of Gardiner, 
Maine.  This organization provided a detailed and thorough proposal.  It has produced similar body of 
work for several municipalities around the State of Maine.

We are confident that Casco Bay Advisors will develop a comprehensive high-speed internet plan that 
will be useful in coming years as the internet plays an increasingly dominant role in our lives. 

cc: Mathew Eddy, Economic Development Director
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2019.xx IN BOARD OF CITY COUNCIL…MAY 7, 2019
BE IT ORDERED, by the City Council of the City of Biddeford does hereby authorize 
the City Manager to accept ownership, on behalf of the inhabitants of the City of 
Biddeford, of a land gift from Mary Brown identified as MBLU 3-52 comprised of 
approximately ±7.0 acres.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDERD, that each party involved in the transaction shall pay their 
respective legal fees as may be applicable.

Note:  It is understood that the City Manager will prepare or direct to be prepared all 
necessary paperwork for the transfer in consultation with the City Solicitor.
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City of Biddeford 
Chief Operating Officer/Technology Dept/IPP 
P.O. Box 586  •  205 Main Street 
Biddeford, ME 04005 
Phone:  (207) 571-0032  •  Fax: (207) 571-0656 
 

 
Briefing Memo 

TO:  Chairman John McCurry and Members of the Finance Committee 

CC:  James Bennett, City Manager 
Cheryl Fournier, Finance Director 
Phil Radding, Facilities Manager 
Kris Reynolds, Airport Manager 

FROM: Brian S. Phinney, COO/Technology/IPP 

DATE: April 29, 2019 

RE:  Land Gift – Granite Street (MBLU 3-52) by Mary Brown 
 

Mary Brown, formerly Mary Desroberts, owns an undeveloped parcel of land located off of 
Granite Street referenced as Map 3 Lot 52 consisting of approximately 7± acres.  Through the 
law firm of Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry, she wishes to offer a land gift of the subject property 
with zero restrictions or conditions.  Figure 1 depicts the location of the property in relation to 
land owned by the City (Biddeford Municipal Airport), New England Electric Railway, a private 
landowner, and the Town of Arundel. 

A review by the Assessor’s Office, Codes Office, and Tax Collector’s Office found no 
outstanding issues; no pending code violations, and no outstanding taxes.  The property is 
currently assessed at $28,400, see Attachment 1. 

The value of the property to the city is that it would serve as a buffer on the southern edge of the 
airport property.  The subject property is approximately 352-feet wide and adjacent to the 
southern legs of city-owned parcels 3-57 and 3-58.  Combined with 3-57, the width of city-
owned property increases to ±757-feet. 

The property is currently zoned Industrial (I1).  A copy of Table A-Table of Land Uses (Chapter 
V) is provided as reference, See Attachment 2. 
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Finance Committee – Approval Request 
April 29, 2019 

Page 2 
 

Figure 1 – Map of Proposed land Gift (MBLU 3-52) 

 

 

 

Mary Brown (Desroberts) 
Map 3 Lot 52 

City of Biddeford 
Map 3 Lot 58 

& 
Map 3 Lot 57 

Andrew Wade 
Map 3 Lot 51 Block 1 

New England Electric Railway 
Map 3 Lot 53 
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Location GRANITE ST (OFF OF) Mblu 3/ 52/ / / 

Acct# Owner DESROBERTS, MARY T

Assessment $28,400 Appraisal $28,400

PID 483 Building Count 1

Owner DESROBERTS, MARY T
Co-Owner
Address PO BOX 1243

BIDDEFORD, ME 04005-1243

Sale Price $0
Certificate
Book & Page 02323/0109

Sale Date 03/15/1978

Year Built: 
Living Area: 0
Replacement Cost: $0
Building Percent 
Good: 
Replacement Cost
Less Depreciation: $0

Building Attributes 

Field Description

Style Vacant Land

Model

Building Photo

GRANITE ST (OFF OF)

Current Value

Appraisal 

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2017 $0 $28,400 $28,400

Assessment 

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2017 $0 $28,400 $28,400

Owner of Record

Ownership History

Ownership History 

Owner Sale Price Certificate Book & Page Sale Date

DESROBERTS, MARY T $0 02323/0109 03/15/1978

Building Information

Building 1 : Section 1

Page 1 of 3Vision Government Solutions

http://gis.vgsi.com/Biddefordme/Parcel.aspx?pid=483

Attachment 1
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 

Grade:

Stories:

Occupancy

Exterior Wall 1

Exterior Wall 2

Roof Structure:

Roof Cover

Interior Wall 1

Interior Wall 2

Interior Flr 1

Interior Flr 2

Heat Fuel

Heat Type:

AC Type:

Total Bedrooms:

Total Bthrms:

Total Half Baths:

Total Xtra Fixtrs:

Total Rooms:

Bath Style:

Kitchen Style:

Legend

(http://images.vgsi.com/photos/BiddefordMEPhotos//default.jpg)

Building Layout

(http://images.vgsi.com/photos/BiddefordMEPhotos//Sketches/48

Building Sub-Areas (sq ft) 

No Data for Building Sub-Areas

Legend

Land Use 

Use Code 4420
Description IND LD UD MDL-00
Zone I1
Neighborhood 0003
Alt Land Appr No
Category

Land Line Valuation 

Size (Acres) 7.1
Frontage 0
Depth 0
Assessed Value $28,400
Appraised Value $28,400

Legend

Extra Features

Extra Features 

No Data for Extra Features

Land

Outbuildings

Outbuildings 

No Data for Outbuildings

Valuation History

Appraisal 

Page 2 of 3Vision Government Solutions

http://gis.vgsi.com/Biddefordme/Parcel.aspx?pid=483
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(c) 2019 Vision Government Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved.

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2017 $0 $28,400 $28,400

2016 $0 $17,800 $17,800

2015 $0 $17,800 $17,800

Assessment 

Valuation Year Improvements Land Total

2017 $0 $28,400 $28,400

2016 $0 $17,800 $17,800

2015 $0 $17,800 $17,800

Page 3 of 3Vision Government Solutions

http://gis.vgsi.com/Biddefordme/Parcel.aspx?pid=483
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Attachment 2
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