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City of Biddeford
Policy Committee

June 12, 2017 6:30 PM City Hall
Council Chambers

1. Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Adjustments to the Agenda 
4. Acceptance of Minutes 

4.1. May 22, 2017 Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 
5-22-2017 Policy Committee Minutes.pdf

5. Discussion/Review

5.1. Delivery of Unsolicited Items
Delivery of Unsolicited Items Ordinance.docx

6. Adjourn
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Delivery of Unsolicited Items Ordinance

Purpose and Intent:  The purpose of this chapter is to protect the rights of Biddeford citizens who desire 
not to receive unwanted printed or written materials, whether commercial or noncommercial in 
nature, including unsolicited newspapers.  The right of privacy affords citizens an 
unquestionable and enforceable right to determine and limit the materials they will allow to be 
delivered on their private property.   A person may not be compelled to listen to or view any 
unwanted communication, spoken or written, whatever its merit, in the privacy of one’s 
residence.  When a resident affirmatively provides notice that he desires not to receive delivery 
of unsolicited print or other written materials, to deliver is, in effect, a trespass against the 
resident.

This chapter is intended to ensure and protect the privacy rights of Biddeford resident on their 
private property and to deter the accumulation of unsolicited literature that might signal that a 
house is unoccupied.  It is further intended to prevent littering and protect the aesthetic 
appearance of the City by reasonable regulation fo the time, place, and manner of the 
distribution and delivery of unsolicited print or written materials within the community.

List of residents not to receive unsolicited materials:  The City Clerk shall maintain a list of all residents, 
by address, who have filed written notice with the City Clerk requesting that all, or certain, 
unsolicited print or other written materials not be delivered to their premises.

Written notice shall be effective indefinitely until and unless written notice is received by the 
resident that they now desire to receive all, or certain, unsolicited print or other written 
materials.  The list shall be revised from time to time as the City Clerk is notified by an owner or 
person in charge of the premises that he wishes to have their property either removed from or 
placed on the list.  Whenever the City Clerk becomes aware that the ownership or occupancy of 
any listed premises has change, the list shall be revised by deleting said address rom the list.  
Nothing in this chapter, however, shall require the City Clerk to verify the identity of any owner 
or person in charge of any premises to verify any change of ownership, occupancy or control.  
The City shall not be liable for any errors or omissions on the list.  The list may be kept and 
provided electronically.

Registration of distributors; annual license required information required:  No person, organization, 
society, association, company or corporation, or their agents or their representatives, may 
distribute or deliver any unsolicited print or other written materials upon the property of any 
City resident without first having obtained an annual license and registered with the City Clerk 
prior to such distribution or delivery.  The registration shall be signed and duly acknowledged by 
a person who is an  owner or authorized agent and accepts responsibility for the receipt of the 
list of residents described in section xx above hereof and or the compliance by the delivery 
persons and carriers with the provisions of this chapter.

12



The registrant shall also provide to the City Clerk the name of the print or other written material 
to be distributed, the mane, addresses and telephone number of the distributor, a list 
containing the names and addresses of all carriers and delivery persons who will be distributing
or delivering its print or other written material in the City and a list of the license plate numbers 
of any motor vehicles used by the carrier and delivery persons in making their deliveries.  The 
authorized agents shall be responsible for updating the keeping these list current with City.

The annual license shall automatically and administratively be renewed unless:

1. There is written complaints filed by residents about the license holder regarding compliance 
with this ordinance.  

2. More than ten (10) violations have alleged to have occurred during the year of any kind.  

If complaints are received, a hearing before the City Council shall occur to determine if the 
license shall be renewed.  A license holder may continue to operate as if they held a license if 
said hearing is not held by the City Council prior to expiration of said license (December 31).  The 
right to operate in this fashion shall cease upon if the City Council does not grant the license.  

The license shall be renewed by the Council after the hearing is held if;

1. The allegation(s) in the complaint have been found to be without merit and/or are 
reasonably corrected or is expected to be corrected in the future; or

2. The violations that have occurred in the past are not expected to occur in the future; or
3. An agreement has been entered into that provides relief for the residents that have been 

adversely impacted by the license holder.  

An annual fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall be due and payable by January 1 of each 
year to accompany the license.  The license may not be issued until all outstanding fines, fees, 
attorney costs and any other charges have been paid except those that are being disputed in the 
court system.  

Prohibition on delivery to listed residents:  No person, organization, society, association, company or 
corporation, or their agents or representatives, including buy not limited to the authorized 
agent described in section xx hereof and that actual deliverer or carrier, shall deliver, distribute, 
throw, cast or place or cause or permit to be delivered, distributed, thrown, cast, or placed any 
unsolicited print or other written materials of any nature whatsoever upon the premises of any 
City resident who has requested that such print or other written materials no be delivered to 
their premises and whose address has been listed with the City pursuant to section xxx hereof 
and provided to the registrant in accordance with section xx hereof.

Delivery in public places:  No person shall throw, cast or place in or upon any City right-of-way, street, 
avenue or highway any unsolicited print or other written material, including but not limited to 
newspapers, handbills, circulars, advertising and cards.  
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Removal:  Any person, organization, society, associations, company or corporation, or their agents or 
representatives, who or which delivers or distributes any unsolicited print or other written
materials shall be responsible to clean and remove all of its print or other written materials from 
the City right-of0way and any other location set forth in section xxx.

Timely removal of unpicked up items:  Any lawfully delivered items that are not otherwise picked up by 
the resident must be removed by the deliver within forty-eight (48) hours from the time of 
delivery.

Delivery to residences:  It shall be unlawful for any person to throw, cast or place upon the doorknob or 
the door of any residence in the city any unsolicited print or other written materials whatsoever, 
including but not limited to handbills, circulars, advertising, newspapers and cards.

Penalties for offenses:  Any organization, society, association, company, corporation or individual who or 
which committees, takes part or assists in any violation of the is chapter shall, for each and 
every violation, for each and every day that such violation continues, be subjected to a fine of 
not more than $250 per incident for any violation of this ordinance which is not otherwise 
specified here within.  

Penalties for specific violations:  The following penalties shall be applicable for the following specific 
violations.  All fees, fines or other funds collected as a resulted of violations of this chapter shall 
be retained and for the exclusive use of the City of Biddeford.  Reasonable attorney’s costs may 
be also recovered by the City for pursuant of violations.  

1. Failure to obtain annual license:  fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per event.
2. Failure to continuously remove unpicked items from homes that has not opted out of delivery:  

fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100) per incident, described as eight (8) separate 
delivery dates where this standard was violated in a rolling twelve month period.

Severability:  If any section, phrases, sentence or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid 
or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, 
distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions thereof.  
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